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friendly Poland, sovereign and independent. In this our great Eastern
Ally is in the fullest accord with His Majesty's Government, and also,
judging from American public statements, with the United States.
We in this Island and throughout our Empire who drew the sword
against mighty Germany, we who are the only great unconquered
nation which declared war on Germany on account of her aggression
against Poland, have sentiments and duties towards Poland which
deeply stir the British race. Everything in our power has been
and will be done to achieve, both in the letter and in the spirit, the
declared purposes towards Poland of the three great Allies.

Territorial changes on the frontiers of Poland there will have to be.
Russia has a right to our support in this matter, because it is the
Russian armies which alone can deliver Poland from the German
talons ; and after all the Russian people have suSered at the hands
of Germany, they are entitled to safe frontiers and to have a friendly
neighbour on their Western flank. All the more do I trust that the
Soviet Government will make it possible for us to act unitedly with them
in the solution of the Polish problem, and that we shall not witness the
unhappy spectacle of rival Governments in Poknd, one recognized
by the Soviet Union and the other firmly adhered to by the Western
Powers. I have fervent hopes that M. Mikolajczyk, the worthy
successor of General Sikorski, a man firmly desirous of friendly under-
standing and settlement with Russia, and his colleagues may shortly
resume those important conversations in Moscow which were inter-
rupted some months ago.

It is my duty to impress upon the House the embarrassment to our
affairs and the possible injury to Polish fortunes which might be caused
by intemperate language about Polish and Russian relations in the
course of this Debate. It is my firm hope, and also my belief, that
a good arrangement will be achieved and that a united Polish Govern-
ment will be brought into being, which will command the confidence
of the three great Powers concerned and will assure for Poland those
conditions of strength, sovereignty and independence which we have
all three proclaimed as our aim and our resolve. Nothing is easier
than to create by violent words a prospect far less hopeful than that
which now opens before us. Hon. Members will take upon themselves
a very grave responsibility if they embroil themselves precipitately
in these controversies and thus mar the hopes we cherish of an honour-
able and satisfactory solution and settlement. We recognize our special
responsibilities towards Poland, and I am confident that I can trust
the House not to engage in language which would make our task
harder.

We must never lose sight of our prime and overwhelming duty,
namely, to bring about the speediest possible destruction of the Nazi
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